[bookmark: _Toc20878]Appendix A  	TNM classification of malignant tumours of the oesophagus 
(UICC TNM 8)


This update to Appendix A provides updated information on staging using UICC TNM 8, which should be used for all tumours diagnosed after 1 January 2018.

The classification applies only to carcinomas and includes adenocarcinomas of the oesophagogastric/gastroesophageal junction. There should be histological confirmation of the disease and division of cases by topographic localisation and histological type. A tumour, the epicentre of which is within 2 cm of the oesophagogastric junction and also extends into the oesophagus, is classified and staged using the oesophageal scheme. Cancers involving the oesophagogastric junction whose epicentre is within the proximal 2 cm of the cardia (Siewert types I/II) are to be staged as oesophageal cancers.

Patients who receive neoadjuvant chemotherapy and then have a resection: this classification, whether it is gastric or oesophageal based on the epicentre, should be made according to the clinical endoscopic findings before treatment and should not be changed AFTER chemotherapy. So, if a patient was classified as having an oesophageal cancer before chemotherapy and then, owing to asymmetrical shrinkage and growth in the resection specimen, it appears 'gastric' using the rules of size (centimetres) and location of the epicentre, the cancer should still be classified as an oesophageal cancer and not a gastric cancer.


Primary tumour (pT)
 
pTX	Primary tumour cannot be assessed
pT0	No evidence of primary tumour
pTis	Carcinoma in situ/high‐grade dysplasia
pT1	Tumour invades lamina propria, muscularis mucosae or submucosa
[bookmark: c3_li_0036]pT1a 	Tumour invades lamina propria or muscularis mucosae	
[bookmark: c3_li_0037]pT1b 	Tumour invades submucosa	
pT2	Tumour invades muscularis propria
pT3	Tumour invades adventitia
pT4	Tumour invades adjacent structures
[bookmark: c3_li_0041]pT4a 	Tumour invades pleura, pericardium, azygos vein, diaphragm or peritoneu	
[bookmark: c3_li_0042]pT4b 	Tumour invades other adjacent structures such as aorta, vertebral body or trachea	
 
 
Regional lymph nodes (pN)

NX	Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed
N0	No regional lymph node metastasis
N1	Metastasis in 1–2 regional lymph nodes
N2	Metastasis in 3–6 regional lymph nodes
N3	Metastasis in 7 or more regional lymph nodes


Distant metastasis (M)

cM0	No distant metastasis
pM1	Distant metastasis  
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