Supporting Evidence for RCPATH Achievement Award 2022
The Wales Institute of Forensic Medicine (WIFM) is one of the few academic forensic pathology departments remaining in England & Wales, and its team consists of three forensic pathologists – two based in Cardiff and one based in Swansea – a part-time forensic photographer and illustrator, and a part-time administrator/ secretary. 
WIFM provides services to the Dyfed-Powys, South Wales, Gwent, and Gloucestershire police forces, coroners across Wales and in Gloucestershire, bereaved families, and others with an interest in medicolegal death investigation, including lawyers.
In addition to clinical service provision, those members of the team based in Cardiff provide significant teaching and learning inputs to Cardiff University’s undergraduate medical curriculum, including in their ‘case-based learning’, teaching on medical ethics and law, and opportunities for experiential and project-directed Student Selected Components (SSCs). Opportunities for elective studies in forensic pathology are available for students across the UK.
The WIFM team devised and delivers the week-long ‘Protection of the vulnerable’ course - launched in 2015, and part of the ‘Applied Clinical Sciences’ block - which is compulsory for all 3rd year undergraduate medical students at Cardiff University’s School of Medicine and runs in December each year. In 2020, the in-person course was redesigned for online delivery, following the COVID-19 pandemic-related restrictions on higher education provision.
Multi-disciplinary experts who have contributed to, and supported, the ‘Protection of the vulnerable’ course:
· South Wales Police Public Protection officers and personal safety trainers.
· Local Authority and academic Social Workers (children and families, and adult safeguarding teams).
· Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVAs).
· NHS Wales nursing staff and clinicians (safeguarding teams, mental capacity assessors, community paediatrics, radiology, emergency medicine, intensive care medicine, elderly care medicine, general practice, gynaecology, and forensic physicians).
· Welsh Government public health and modern slavery advisors. And
· Forensic pathologists.
Publications relating to the course:
· Jones RM. Getting to the core of medicine: Developing undergraduate forensic medicine and pathology teaching. Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine 2017; 52:245-251 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29125952/ 
· Jones RM. Online teaching of forensic medicine and pathology during the COVID-19 pandemic: A course evaluation. Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine 2021; 83:102229 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34399311/ 
Awards/ Nominations arising out of the development and delivery of the course:
· Cardiff University ‘Innovations in Teaching’ Award 2019 (Richard Jones).
· Nomination for BMA/ BMJ ‘Clinical Teacher of the year’ award 2019 (Richard Jones).

